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Corruption in India

By Anupama Jha, CEO, FRNV

One in two Indians had to pay bribes when
dealing with public authorities, according to a
global Transparency International
(Tl)survey released in 2013. State borders which
see most of the commercial traffic in India are
another frontiers of corruption; Tl estimates
that truckers pay annually $5 billion in bribes to
policemen and excise officials. This makes India
a very corrupt nation. India ranks 85™ out of
175 countries, with an integrity score of 38,
according to Transparency International ‘s
Corruption Perception Index (CPl) which
measures perceived levels of public sector

corruption worldwide.

Police, Land Records & Registration and
Housing are considered to be the most corrupt
Government Departments in the country,
although corruption is also recorded in Health
services, Electricity and water supply, Transport
and School education. People have to pay bribe
in order to avail these services. The opportunity
for public employees to demand bribes comes
from their discretion and from contact with
users, although the extraction of bribes varies
according to sector and specific local conditions.

Politics is often seen as a big part of the
problem, not the solution. People mistrust
political parties: 86 per cent of Indians believe


http://www.transparency.org/gcb2013/country/?country=india�

that their political parties are corrupt. Public
servants also add to the problem of corruption,
and stories of their corrupt behaviour comes to
the fore every now and then.

Very few role models exist in India for probity in
public life. Corruption can only be checked if the
tone is set at the top. It is important to bring
corrupt politicians to justice by giving exemplary
punishment to those who have abused their
power.

Ordinary people need the power to fight back.
The government should help educate citizens
on how to use India’s 2005 Right to Information

Law, one of the best in the world, to hold
politicians and civil servants to account.
Requests for information about public decisions
can unblock applications for licences and

entitlements, and even speed up public works.
But the government should also be proactive in
publishing more information too, something
that the act also mandates.

Making service providers accountable by way of
civic engagement is another way of reducing
bribes in public service delivery. Public officials
are called on to inform stakeholders and to
justify their behaviour, actions and result.
Current social accountability initiatives include a
range of activities to strengthen transparency,
accountability and citizen engagement. They
include participatory budgeting, and budget
monitoring and analysis, such as public
expenditure tracking surveys and social audits.
They comprise : citizen report cards, community

scorecards and citizens’ charters; public
hearings and citizens juries; community
development plans and integrity pacts; e-
governance and interactive community radio.
The appropriate social accountability tool will
depend on the level of citizen capacity and
governance in a particular context.

A well resourced judiciary is also important to
fight corruption as is the Whistleblowers
Protection Act. The new Whistleblower
Protection Act must be amended to apply to
both the private and public sectors, and it must
do more to safeguard those who speak up.

If India has to improve its image and not be
seen as a very corrupt nation, public voices
have to be heard loud and clear. Also, the
leaders of the Nation as well as organisations
must understand that at the core of Good
Governance is the Building of an Integrity
Culture. Leaders must be seen as ethical role
models; they cannot cut corners, engage in
malfeasance, exploit people and laws and take
advantage of their positions Unless they
behave ethically in the society and take a pro-
active stance, backed by superb ethics directed
communications and ensure that ethical culture
is built and sustained , it is not possible to
improve India’s image in the Corruption
Perception Index Ranking.
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CORRUPTION IN GOVERNMENT ORGANISATION - HOW DMRC HAS SHOWN THE LIGHT

By S K Sinha, MC Member, FRNV







Brief on FRNV activities

e CEO, Anupama Jha, participated in a T.V debate on “Kya
Bhrashtachar par Kejriwal ka Dohra Maapdund Hai” on Aaj
Tak channel , on December 19, 2015.

e Continuing our efforts to stop frequent disruptions to the
Parliamentary proceedings, letters have been written to
the Speaker of Lok Sabha and Vice Chairman of Rajya
Sabha , urging them to frame appropriate guidelines and
rules under the Constitution , to regulate the conduct of
the Parliamentarians and prevent obstruction in the
running of the Parliament.

Earlier, a PIL was filed by us in the Supreme Court in this
regard which was not entertained by the Court, but the
judges observed that the Presiding officers of both houses
of the Parliament be approached for appropriate relief
under the Constitution.




Dear Readers:

Welcome to 2016! If the last year was challenging to some of us, a
new one has arrived, bringing with it one chance for a new beginning.
Today is the day we have an opportunity to discard destructive old
habits for healthy new ones, and with that in mind, | will share often -
requested list of New Year’s Resolutions.

JUST FOR TODAY: | will live through this day only. | will not set far-
reaching goals or try to overcome all of my problems at once. | know
that | can do something for 24 hours that world overwhelms me if |
had to keep it up for a lifetime.

JUST FOR TODAY: | will be happy. | will not dwell on thoughts that
depress me. If my mind fills with clouds, | will chase them away and
fill it with sunshine.

JUST FOR TODAY: | will accept what is. | will face reality. | will
correct those things that | can correct and accept those | cannot.

JUST FOR TODAY: | will make a conscious effort to be agreeable. | will
be kind and courteous to those who cross my path and I’ll not speak ill










Sri Aurobindo

On DEMOCRACY
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